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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted for consideration by the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office in accordance with the duty of disclosure. 

Transmitted herewith is: 

[X] APTO 1449 form 

[ ] A Background Art Information Paper 

[X] A copy of each item of information listed on the PTO 1449 form 

[X] Concise explanation of non-English language information 

[X] concise explanation of relevance: 

[ ] English translation of foreign language information 

[X] English language version of foreign patent office report citing 
information 
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[X] English language abstract(s) of foreign patent document(s) 

[ ] This application relies, under 35 U.S.C. §120, on the earlier filing date of U.S. 

Application Serial No. filed ***. The information identified on the attached PTO 
1449 form was submitted to and/or cited by the Patent and Trademark Office in this 
earlier application and, therefore, copies are not required to be provided in this 
application. 

1 . [X] This Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the later of: 

[ ] three months from the filing date of this national application; 

[X] three months from the date of entry of the national stage as set forth 
in 37 CFR 1.491 in an international application; or 

[ ] the mailing date of a first office action on the merits. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(b), no fee is required. 

2. [ ] This Information Disclosure Statement is filed after the events noted in 

paragraph 1, but before either: 

[] a final action under 37 CFR 1.113, or an action that otherwise closes 
prosecution, 

[ ] a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311. 
In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(c), also enclosed is 

[ ] a fee under 37 CFR 1.1 7(p) for $180.00; or 
[ ] a certification as stated below. 

3 . [ ] This Information Disclosure Statement is filed before payment of the issue 

fee, but after either 

[] a final action under 37 CFR 1.113, or an action that otherwise closes 
prosecution; 

[ ] a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311. 
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In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(d), also enclosed is: 
[ ] a certification, as stated below; and 

[ ] the IDS processing fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(p)(l) in the amount of 
$180.00. 

Certification 

The undersigned states: 

[ ] Each item of Information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in 
a communication from a foreign Patent Office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing date of this Information Disclosure Statement; or 

[ ] No item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited 
in any communication from a foreign Patent Office in a counterpart foreign application or, to the 
knowledge of the undersigned, having made reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual 
designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing date of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 



TOTAL FEES: $ 



[ ] A check for the amount of the above indicated TOTAL FEES is attached. 
[ ] Please charge Deposit Account No. 19-0733 in the amount of $ . 
[ ] A check for $ is enclosed. 
[X] No fee is required. 

[ ] Please charge or credit Deposit Account No. 19-0733 for an deficiency or overpayment 
associated with this Information Disclosure Statement. 
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A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed for accounting purposes. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner folly consider each item of information, 
initial the enclosed Form PTO-1449 in the appropriate place to indicate that the information has 
been considered, and return a copy of the initialed form to the undersigned in accordance with 
MPEP Section 609. 



Eleventh Floor 
1001 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001-4597 
(202) 508-9100 



Dated: September 20, 2001 



Respectfully submitted, 



BANNER & WITCOFF, LTD. 




Bradley C. Wright 
Registration No. 38,061 
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Attorney Docket No. 

05221.00003 


International Serial No. 
PCT/FR01/00194 


Applicant^): Thierry SERT,et al. 


International Filing Date: January 19, 2001 


Group: 

Unassigned 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initial 


Patent No. 


Date 


Name 


Class 


Subclass 


Filing Date 
(if appropriate) 




5,867,159 


02/02/99 


Hamada, et aL 
(Corresponds to DE 
3838729) 










5,818,428 


10/06/98 


Eisenbrandt, et aL 






















FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initial 


Document No. 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Subclass 


Translation 


YES 


NO 




2,743,916 


07/25/97 


France 






Abs 






0 775 990 


11/18/96 


EPO 












98 44463 


10/08/98 


WIPO 






Abs 






0 831 412 


03/25/98 


EPO 












38 38 729 


06/01/89 


Germany 

(Corresponds to US 
5,867,159) 






Abs 






0 636 965 


02/01/95 


EPO 












97 45814 


12/04/97 


WIPO 











OTHER DOCUMENTS (including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



•EXAMINER: Initial If reference considered, whether or not citation b la conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation If not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of 
this form with next communication to Applicant 



•♦Copies of references not provided at the time of thb submission. 



